
NEW YORK CITYIS BUSTLING STREETS

BECOME STAGE FOR "THE WARRTORS' '

Dj-rector Walter Hil lrs f irst tr ip to New yotk City was in

conjrmction i, i i th ioterviews for t ie opening publicity of "Hard

Times." fhe visit  \ras brief, and his recollection of the city

centereal around his hotel suite. His seconil  tr ip was to f i ln

"The Warriors" anal he spent an entire sunner on locations in

Manhattan, Brooklyn anil  Oueens--seeing things even native New
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l ' laking a rnovie is never alu11, especial ly vrhen you,re making

it in t ie electr ic environment of New york City. The Big Apple

i s  f u l l  o f  b ig  su rp r i ses .

Coney Island was the f irst location site for "fhe Warriors."

The weather was beautiful,  and the sunshine on the board\^'alk

rdas relaxing. But despite the serenity of the scene, a jungle

world existed beyond the boardwalk. That part of Coney Island

is tfre turf of the Honicides and although t ie gang didn't seem

to mind having a movie crelr around, they al idn't want anyone

walking around their turf wearing the "colors, '  (uniforms) of an-

other 9an9, even if  i t  was a f ict ional one. The police were

certain that i f  any of the cast mecicers wore t ieir costumes

while taking a strol l  up the block, they would be in trouble.

A wardxobe rnan vras constantly naking certain that no one wandereal

o f f  t he  se t r s  l im i t s  r vea r ing  a  War r i o r  j acke t .

A cemetary in Brooklyn was anothet location site, but a

large fence surrormil ing i t  nade it  safe. A few blocks away,

however. with no fenced in protection, tremenilous crowds began

to gather, causing so rnuch noise anal conmotion that f i lming had

to be suspenileal for that evening. Ouieter sites were found.
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While cro!/d control was eventually handled witfroul: major

o rob lens ,  m ino r  sk i rm is \es  f l a red  up .  Eve ry  co - rnun i  t y  has  i t s

weiri los and rolval ies, anal New york is no exception to the ru1e.

Strange types would often wander over to the seL anal coulal not

be dealt \ ,r i th 1o9ica11y, so often the only solution was !o

f n r ^ i h l v  - : r r \ '  + h a m  ^ , r +  ^ F.  , * -  - -  r ange .

Tn Harfem proalucer larry coralon, director Walter Hil l  (who

also lvrote the screenplay with David Shaber from Sol yurick's

novel) and executive producer Frank Marshall  haal to have a con-

stanL police escorL due to threats maae on their l ives because

they had not hired loca1 gang menbers to appear in the f i ln.

Some gangs who visi l :ed the set v/ere easily assuaqeal while others

took to thro{ing things from a al istance. One group of rovi l ies

tore through the set during a luoch break, wrecking thousanils

of dollars worth of equipmeot.

Larry Gordon's biggest probten was the one he hoped he

v tou la l  neve r  have  to  face .  O the r  f i tms  tha t  had  s t ree t  gang  l i f e

was a thene had run into trouble \,r i th real gangs and the possib-

i l i ty was always there t lat "The Warriots',  could run afoul of a

mean anal violent street gang,

"We had  sone  rea l I y  exc i t i ng  scenes  i n  'The  War r i o rs . '  bu t

we had to keep their existence quiet so that the gangs wouli ln,t

come arounal. We haal over a thousand extras alresseal in some

really wild costumes for the conclave scene, but the only cameras

there were ours. we haal some run-ins with gangs during the

sufiBner, but the fact that nothing really serious happeneal lras,

f think due to the fact that we laid 1ow."

The f i lming of I 'The warriors, '  teft quite a few malks on



the city, In one part of Brookfyn t}re f ict ional A.C. Turn-

bulLs gang, with shaved heads and penciled-in tattoos, walked

en masse into a local hanllurger joint. l tre tegular cro\,/ i l ,

thinking it  I lras a real gang, cleareal out in a couple of seconals,

anil  even after i t  had been explained that these were only actors,

they \i/ere reluctant to come back inside. And althouqh fear

\{asnrt the usual reaction of a neiqhborhooal, no 1ocale coulal

ignore t l1e invasion of l ights, caneras ancl other equipment

tltat accompanies a fipvie crew.

Much detai led preparation was alone for each new location,

but some snafus were to be expected. One example of this oc-

cuffed unaler the subliay tracks. A11 the lights rirere set up for

a shot, but t] le i l lumination from the rnovie t ighLs tr igerred

the l ight selsit ive switches on the street l ightsz turning then

off. However, for the scene, they had to be on, and though

there was a solution, taping paper over each l ight cel l ,  i t

required tremenalous extra work for the l ighting technicians.

Even wit l l  the problems--crowals, rain, noise from passangr

trains and airplanes--everyone knew there was oo way to dupli-

cate t- l .e excitement of the streets on a movie set. Director

Iiill was anxious to capture the tension of the gang neighbor-

hoods, even if  real i ty would intrude upon the scene. One shot

between the Warriols anal a gang cal1ed the Orphans rvas inter-

rupted by a real siren-screaming chase as the police closed in

on a robbery car.

But, for nost. the toughest part of the f i lming was the

denandj-ng schedule--60 straight days of night shooting. The

crelv had to adjust to begi[ning the work day at I  p.m. and

lunching together at nidnight.



Throughout shooting, the City of New york lent a helping

hand. Ttle police and the Transit Autiority r^rere particularly

he1pful. They provided stations, trains and personnel lrhich

were absolutely essential to the fi1rn. As one of the casr re_
marked, "Irve l ived in Ne!, york all of iny l ife, and l,cl never
been on a subway as much as I was for this movie.,, It also
seemed to be a treat for the real passengers on the regularty

scheduled trains to look out their rrindor,rs and reaLize t_hav

were part of a movie being made.

By the end of f i l tning, "The Warriors,, cast anal crew felt

as thougb they had actually shareal a kind of gang experrence,

Living and workinq together on the streets of New york. The

novie captures their exeitement, exhilaration and fears anal

makes aualiences feel very much a part of the Warriors, tension_
fi11ed night on the run.

New York City once again proves to be one of t}le rllost

eclectic reat-l ife stages in the world.


